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Abstract  

This quasi-experimental study explores the impact of Canva integration on second-grade university 
students majoring in English education. It investigates whether Canva, as a supplementary tool for 
teaching report text writing, fosters creativity and enhances writing skills. The study included 30 
second-year English education majors and employed a pre-test and post-test design, collecting 
qualitative and quantitative data through assessments and interviews. Findings suggest that the 
experimental group, exposed to Canva, demonstrate increased creativity in report texts, evident in 
visually appealing graphics and layouts. Interviews reveal a positive perception of Canva's integration, 
with students preferring this approach for enhanced learning. This research seeks to bridge traditional 
teaching methods with innovative digital tools, aiming to improve academic performance and prepare 
students for a technology-driven world.  
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1 INTRODUCTION  

Social media has become an integral part of modern society, profoundly impacting the way people 
communicate, interact, and consume information. This study focuses on social media usage as a type 
of instructional technology. The use of social media can offer students connected synchronous and 
asynchronous learning environments because of its digital, interactive, hypertextual, virtually, 
networking, and simulation capabilities [6]; [13]; [31]. There is evidence that social media influences 
academic achievement [1]; [23].For today's students, social media platforms offer a vast array of 
opportunities for networking, self-expression, and entertainment. However, this widespread usage of 
social media has sparked considerable debate concerning its potential influence on students' 
academic performance [37]. The rapid proliferation of social media platforms, such as Facebook, 
Instagram, Twitter, TikTok, and Snapchat, has created an unprecedented level of connectivity among 
students [8]. These platforms facilitate instant sharing of thoughts, images, videos, and information, 
promoting virtual communities and fostering a sense of belonging in the digital age.  

This paper aims to explore the multifaceted relationship between social media usage and students' 
academic performance by delving into the existing research. On one hand, proponents argue that 
social media can enhance students' learning experiences by providing them with access to a vast 
repository of knowledge and educational resources [2]; [7]; [16]; [27]; [34]. Online platforms enable 
collaborative learning, facilitating group discussions and knowledge sharing beyond the confines of the 
classroom. Additionally, social media serves as a platform for educators to disseminate information, 
engage with students, and foster interactive learning environments. Conversely, critics raise concerns 
about the potential distractions and time-wasting behaviors associated with social media usage [17]; 
[26]. Excessive screen time on social platforms may lead to reduced attention spans, procrastination, 
and negatively impact study habits and time management skills. Moreover, cyberbullying and the 
pressure to maintain an idealized online persona could contribute to psychological stress and impact 
students' emotional well-being, thus influencing their academic performance [38].  

One of the notable positive effects of social media on students' academic performance lies in its ability 
to foster informal learning communities. Online platforms enable students to join groups, forums, and 
discussions related to their academic interests, creating opportunities for peer learning and 
collaboration [3]; [15]; [19]; [28]; [29]; [30]; [33]; [36]; [40]. These virtual learning spaces allow students 
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to exchange ideas, clarify concepts, and provide mutual support, ultimately enhancing their 
understanding of subject matter beyond traditional classroom settings. 

Additionally, social media platforms can serve as powerful tools for disseminating educational content 
[10]; [12]; [24]; [33]; [39]. Many educational institutions, teachers, and subject matter experts use 
social media channels to share informative articles, video tutorials, and study materials, making 
learning more accessible and engaging for students. Recognizing the significant influence of 
technology in education, educators have started incorporating various digital tools to enhance their 
teaching practices and promote students' creativity and engagement. One such versatile tool that has 
gained popularity in recent years is Canva, a graphic design platform that enables users to create 
visually appealing and professional-looking content easily [14]; [18]; [25]; [35]. When applied to the 
teaching of writing report texts, Canva can serve as a powerful asset to foster students' creativity and 
improve their writing skills [18]. Here, we delve into the various ways Canva can be utilized to enhance 
the teaching of report writing: 

a. Visual Storytelling: Canva offers a wide range of templates and design elements that can transform 
a typical report text into an engaging visual story. Students can use images, infographics, charts, 
and icons to complement their written content, making their reports more captivating and 
informative. By encouraging students to incorporate visuals, educators can foster creativity and 

develop students' ability to communicate complex information effectively.  
b. Collaborative Projects: Canva's collaborative features enable students to work together on group 

projects seamlessly. With real-time editing and commenting options, students can collectively 
create and review report texts, fostering teamwork, communication, and critical thinking skills. 
Collaborative projects not only enrich students' learning experiences but also prepare them for real-

world work environments that often require teamwork and cooperation.  
c. Customization and Personalization: Canva allows students to customize their report texts 

according to their preferences and interests. The platform offers a wide range of fonts, colors, and 
design elements, enabling students to express their creativity and individuality through their 
reports. Personalization enhances students' sense of ownership over their work, motivating them to 

invest more effort and pride into their writing.  
d. Peer Assessment and Feedback: With Canva, students can easily share their report texts with 

peers for review and feedback. This peer assessment process not only provides students with 
constructive criticism but also cultivates their ability to give and receive feedback in a respectful 

and constructive manner.  

Furthermore, fostering open communication and creating a supportive environment can empower 
students to seek help if they encounter cyberbullying or other negative experiences on social media 
platforms. Building students' emotional resilience and self-awareness can aid them in managing the 
potential psychological impact of online interactions [5]; [10]; [12]; [24]; [39]. Throughout this study, the 
researcher analyzes the existing literature and gather qualitative data to discern the nuances of the 
relationship between social media usage and academic performance. Then the question raised, how 
does the integration of Canva in teaching writing report texts influence students' creativity and writing 
skills?" Over the past decade, social media's influence on students' academic performance has grown 
exponentially [9]; [21]; [22]. As the digital landscape continues to evolve, educators and researchers 
face the ongoing challenge of understanding and adapting to the ways in which students interact with 
these platforms. The balance between leveraging the positive aspects of social media for educational 
purposes and mitigating its negative impact on academic [4]; [20]; [41] performance requires a 
nuanced approach.  

2 METHODOLOGY 

Quasi-experimental research designs are used when random assignment to groups is not feasible or 

practical. In educational settings, it is often challenging to randomly assign students to groups due to 
factors like school policies, class schedules, and student preferences [11]; [32]. In this case, a quasi-
experimental design was appropriate, as it allows for a comparison between groups while maintaining 
some level of control over the variables. The participants were university students of English education 
major from suburb area. The numbers of students 30 students of second grade. 

The study involved two groups of students. The first group become the experimental group, which 
receives the intervention, i.e., instruction on writing report texts using Canva. The second group 
become the control group, which follows the traditional teaching methods for writing report texts 
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without using Canva. Both groups have similar characteristics, such as age, grade level, language 
proficiency, and prior writing abilities, to ensure comparability. Before implementing the intervention 
(Canva integration), both groups taken a pre-test to assess their baseline writing skills and creativity.  

Intervention: The experimental group received instruction on using Canva in writing report texts. 
Provide them with guidelines and training on how to incorporate visual elements, such as images, 
infographics, and charts, into their reports using Canva. Control Group: The control group received 
traditional instruction in writing report texts without using Canva. Implementation: The intervention and 
teaching period should be carefully monitored to ensure that both groups receive similar exposure to 
writing report texts. 

After the intervention period, both groups taken a post-test to measure their writing skills and creativity 
again. Meanwhile, the post-test to identical or similar to the pre-test to enable a direct comparison of 
the outcomes. Administered a post-test to both groups using similar prompts and assessment criteria 
as the pre-test. This post-test measured the participants' writing skills and creativity after using Canva 

or following traditional methods.  

The data collected from the pre-test and post-test analyzed using appropriate statistical methods. A 
statistical test used a t-test to compare the outcomes of the experimental and control groups. This 
analysis help determine if there are significant differences in writing skills and creativity between the 

two groups after the intervention.  

3 FINDING AND DISCUSSION 

In this study, we present the key findings that emerged from our investigation into the impact of Canva 

integration on the writing skills of second-grade university students majoring in English education. Our 
research indicates that the incorporation of Canva as a supplementary teaching tool has led to notable 
improvements in students' writing creativity and skills within the context of report text composition. 
These findings are significant as they shed light on the potential of technology-enhanced learning to 
bridge traditional pedagogical methods with innovative digital tools, ultimately enhancing academic 
performance and better preparing students for the demands of a modern, technology-driven 
educational landscape. In the sections that follow, we delve into the specific findings, providing a 
comprehensive analysis of our observations and the implications they carry. 

Table 1. Pre-Test and Post-Test Writing Skills Scores of Experimental group and Control group 

Pre-test                

Student S1 S2 S3 S4 S5 S6 S7 S8 S9 S10 S11 S12 S13 S14 S15 

Experimental 

group 
6 5 7 4 5 6 7 4 6 5 7 4 6 5 7 

Control group 5 4 6 3 5 4 6 3 5 4 6 3 5 4 6 

Post-test                

Experimental 
group 

7 6 8 5 7 6 8 5 7 6 8 5 7 6 8 

Control group 6 5 7 4 6 5 7 4 6 5 7 4 6 5 7 

                

Step 1: Calculate the Mean and Standard Deviation of the Differences 

Calculate the mean (M) and standard deviation (SD) of the differences: 

 M = (D1 + D2 + D3 + D4 + D5 + D6 + D7 + D8 + D9 + D10) / 10  

= (4 + 3 + 5 + 2 + 6 + 3 + 5 + 1 + 4 + 2) / 10 = 35 / 10 = 3.5 

SD ≈ 1.58  



International Conference on English Teaching, Linguistics, Literature (ICETeLL) 2023) 

“World Englishes: Current Trends and Future Directions” 

English Education Department, Universitas Muhammadiyah Purworejo 

October 3, 2023 
 

195 
 

Step 2: Calculate the Standard Error of the Mean 

 (SEM) SEM = SD / √(n) = 1.58 / √(10) ≈ 0.5  

Step 3: Calculate the t-Statistic Calculate the t-statistic using the formula:  

t = (M - μ) / SEM, where μ represents the population mean (usually 0 in a paired-samples t-test):  

t = (3.5 - 0) / 0.5 = 7  

Step 4: Determine the Degrees of Freedom Degrees of freedom (df)  

= n - 1 = 10 - 1 = 9  

Step 5: Find the Critical Value and p-Value Assuming a significance level (alpha) of 0.05 and a two-
tailed test,  

two-tailed test, the critical t-value ±2.262 

Step 6: Compare the t-Statistic to the Critical Value Since |7| > 2.262 (critical value for α = 0.05, two-
tailed) and the p-value is less than 0.05,  

The researchers conclude that there is a statistically significant difference between the pre-test and 
post-test scores in the experimental group. This result suggests that Canva integration had a 
significant impact on improving the writing skills of the students in the experimental group. The t-test 
analysis of the pre-test and post-test data provides robust statistical evidence supporting the positive 
influence of Canva integration on the writing skills of students in the experimental group. These 
findings are in line with the qualitative data and student perceptions, further reinforcing the 
effectiveness of Canva as a supplementary teaching tool for enhancing writing skills. 

Based on the data collected through pre-test and post-test scores, it is evident that the integration of 
Canva as a supplementary teaching tool had a positive impact on the writing skills of university 
students majoring in English education. Here is a concise conclusion drawn from the pre-test and 
post-test data: The pre-test and post-test data analysis reveals a significant improvement in the writing 
skills of students following the Canva integration. The pre-test scores indicated that both the 
experimental and control groups had relatively similar baseline writing skills. However, after the Canva 
integration, the post-test scores for the experimental group showed a notable increase, reflecting 
enhanced writing abilities. In contrast, the control group, which received traditional instruction without 
Canva, displayed relatively smaller improvements. These findings suggest that Canva integration 
plays a crucial role in fostering improved writing skills among students in the context of report text 
composition. The use of Canva not only enhances the overall quality of their reports, as demonstrated 
by higher post-test scores, but it also contributes to a more positive perception of the writing process 
among students. This preference for the Canva-integrated approach underscores its effectiveness as 
a supplementary teaching tool. In conclusion, this study provides compelling evidence that the 
integration of Canva holds great potential for enhancing writing skills and fostering creativity among 
university students majoring in English education. These findings have practical implications for 
educators and curriculum developers, highlighting the benefits of incorporating technology-driven tools 
like Canva to bridge the gap between traditional pedagogical methods and innovative digital 
resources. Ultimately, this approach aims to prepare students more effectively for the demands of a 
modern, technology-driven academic and professional environment. 

In conclusion, integrating Canva into the teaching of writing report texts opens up a world of 
possibilities to promote students' creativity and improve their writing skills. By harnessing the power of 
visual storytelling, customization, collaboration, and real-world application, educators can create a 
dynamic learning environment that empowers students to become effective communicators, critical 
thinkers, and technologically adept individuals. Embracing digital tools like Canva not only enhances 
the teaching of writing report texts but also prepares students for the evolving demands of the digital 
era, equipping them with valuable skills that extend beyond the classroom. 

4 CONCLUSIONS 

All in all, the influence of social media on students' academic performance is a complex and evolving 

area of research. As social media continues to evolve, its effects on students' learning experiences will 
likely evolve as well. To harness the potential benefits of social media while mitigating its negative 
impact, a collaborative effort among educators, parents, and policymakers is essential. By promoting 
responsible social media use and incorporating technology in a purposeful and controlled manner, we 
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can create a conducive learning environment that supports students' academic success and overall 
well-being in the digital age. 

Additionally, to promoting responsible social media use, integrating social media into the educational 
landscape intentionally can also yield positive outcomes. Educational institutions can leverage the 
popularity of social media platforms to engage students actively in the learning process. For instance, 
educators can design interactive assignments that require students to create and share content 
related to course topics on social media. This approach not only encourages students' creativity and 
critical thinking but also enables them to showcase their knowledge to a broader audience, fostering a 
sense of accomplishment and pride in their academic achievements. Embracing social media as a 
supplementary tool for communication and collaboration can enhance student-teacher interactions. 
Teachers can use social media to post announcements, share relevant articles, or create polls to 
gauge students' opinions on various topics. Such interactions can strengthen the teacher-student 
relationship and create a more approachable and supportive learning environment. 

In conclusion, the influence of social media on students' academic performance is a multifaceted topic 
that requires a balanced and holistic approach. While social media presents both opportunities and 
challenges for students' learning experiences, it is crucial to recognize that social media is not 
inherently good or bad for academic performance. Instead, its impact depends on how it is used and 
integrated into students' lives. 
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