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This paper aims at investigating the achievement of competence based syllabus in ordinary 
level secondary schools in Tanzania with the view to suggest the improvement strategies. The 
researcher was astonished with continues massive failure of students   in English language 
after introducing   the syllabus based on communicative competence in 2012. Data were 
collected   through questionnaires and documentary review.  Three schools were involved   in 
data collection and 60 students, 20 randomly selected from each school. Theoretical questions 
and practical questions were about essay writing were given to students. The data were 
quantitatively and qualitatively analyzed. Common European Frame-work of Reference was 
used as conceptual frame-work. 

The results showed that more students were able to answer theoretical questions than practical 
questions. Therefore most of them were below B1 level as far as CEFRE is concerned.   
Grammar was a critical problem. 

The researcher recommended that more practical exercises should be involved in competence 
curriculum implementation with combination of grammar too. 
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1.Introduction  

1.1 Background of Study 

1.1.1 History of Language Teaching  in Tanzania Before 2005 

Before 2005, Tanzania used Linguistic Competence Based Curriculum. This curriculum based 

on linguistic competence and little communicative skills such as reading and writing. The 

syllabus in ordinary level emphasized on grammatical form. Students were taught parts of speech 

in English language and how to make sentences. Reading story books and writing dictations and 

sentences were also included but in relation to grammar. Students were assessed through 

National Examination in what Brown ( 2003) calls paper and pencil tests. In advanced level the 

syllabus emphasized on the morphology, syntax, semantics and phonology what Canal and 


