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Abstract 
The aims of this research are: (1) to describe the present textbooks and their quality used by 
English teachers at accounting program at SMK, (2) to explain to what extend do the teachers 
and the students need ESP-content based English materials in their English textbook, and (3) 
to describe the ESP-content based textbook of English for accounting program of SMK. This 
research was conducted in SMK Negeri 1 Wonosobo. The participants of this research were 
64 students of accounting program in the academic year of 2018/2019 and two teachers who 
taught English at accounting program. This research used descriptive qualitative which 
conducted by distributing questionnaire was used in obtaining the data. The data were about 
need analysis of English for Specific Purposes (ESP) based on the theory of Hutchinson and 
Waters (1987) about target needs in learning English which consists of necessities, lacks, and 
wants. The findings show that the present textbook used by English teachers for accounting 
program at SMK Negeri 1 Wonosobo are Buku Paket Bahasa Inggris Kemendikbud and Buku 
Paket Express. The quality of that textbooks were good enough but there were some 
weaknesses. The students perceived that they do not find any relevance between the content 
of the materials on the texbooks which they learn with their needs in learning English as the 
students of accounting program. Their need in learning English is for preparing work in the 
subject area of accounting. Therefore, the students and teachers need ESP materials that in 
their English textbook and it is necessary in publishing English textbook containing ESP 
materials to equip the students skill in learning English which can be useful to enter the 
workplace.  
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INTRODUCTION   
English is an international language. It is used in every subject. It plays an important 
role of human activities in the world. The activities can be related to their job. For 
example used as the medium of business, tourism, science, technology, and 
education. As an international language, English is needed for many specific 
purposes, that is why there is a term of ESP (English for Specific Purposes). 

  English for Specific Purposes (ESP) is an approach to language teaching 
which aims to unify the need of particular learners. It is refers to the teaching of 
English to students who are leaning language for a particular work and career 
especially for vocational high school students. In vocational high school (SMK), it 
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prepares the students to be able to work in certain fields which specializes in 
providing vocational education and technical skills of students’ needs. In order to 
master the students’ skills, they should master English. Ministry of Education and 
Culture regulation (2014 No. 60) mentioned that English that should be mastered by 
SMK students not only for their daily communication but also to their future 
profession and job. One of them is English that should be mastered by vocational 
high school students of accounting program.  

Accounting program is one of the study program in Vocational High School 
which needs its own specification of material for English subject in order to match it 
with the students’ need of accounting. The students of accounting program needs 
English material that has relation to their study program which could encourage them 
in learning it. The students need learning English that could help the basic knowledge 
in accounting such as knowing how to operate the conceptual framework of 
accounting, how to procedures of basic accounting is, how to do the journal as a 
report, how to do ledger report, bank reconciliation statement, and how the capital 
and revenue transactions to be done. Moreover, English that must be mastered by 
students of accounting program in accordance with the learning outcome of 
accounting program. The learning outcome that expected by accounting program is 
that students should be able to master the skills as an accountant. They should be able 
to perform financial functions related to the collection, accuracy, recording, analysis, 
and presentation of a business, organization or company’s financial operations. 
       In fact, based on the researcher’s experience in teaching English for accounting 
program at SMK Negeri 1 Wonosobo, the students have many problems faced in 
learning English. They lack motivation in learning English. Some of the students said 
that they are not interested in learning English because English which the students 
learn in the school is still use General English (GE). The content of the textbooks for 
all the study programs in the school are mostly same. Meanwhile, the students’ need 
in learning English of each study program are significantly different, especially for 
the students of accounting program.  
The researchers only focuses the research on a need analysis to know the students’ 
need of accounting program based the students’ target needs which consists of 
necessities, lacks, and wants in learning English. She used need analysis in analyzing 
the English textbook based ESP-content which the teachers use in teaching English 
for accounting program at vocational high school whether it is relevant to the 
students’ need in learning English or not.  

English for Specific Purposes (ESP) 
According to Hutchinson and Waters (1987), ESP is an approach to language 
teaching in which all decisions as to content and method are based on the learners’ 
reason for learning. It is the basic for developing English materials for students. In 
detail, Richards and Schmidt in Cunningham (2015, p. 3) explain that ESP is the role 
of English in a language course of instruction in which to the content and aims of the 
course are fixed by the specific needs of particular group of learners. It means that 
ESP deals with how students’ need are in line with the content and aims of the course 
especially in language teaching. While Day and Krzanowski (2011) state that ESP 
involves teaching and learning the specific skills and language needed by particular 
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learners for a particular purpose. Parkinson, et al. (2007) as cited in Basturkmen 
(2010) suggested that an ESP materials developer can review about an effective 
language teaching. 
 
Need Analysis 
There are several definitions of needs analysis from some experts. Basturkmen (2010, 
p. 17) say that needs analysis is an identification process of skills and language use to 
determine the content of a course. Chambers as cited in Basturkmen (2010) state that 
needs analysis should be related to the communicative needs that get from analysis of 
the communication in the target situation. In addition, Hutchinson and Waters (1987) 
define needs as the ability to comprehend and to produce the linguistic features of 
target situation. They divided needs into two categories: target needs and learning 
needs. In this case, the researcher used target needs to know the students’ need of 
accounting program. The target needs are what knowledge and abilities the learner 
will require in order to be able to perform appropriately in the target situation. The 
analysis of target needs is divided into three points which are necessities, lacks, and 
wants. Necessities are defined as the type of needs determined by the target situation, 
Lacks is the gap between what the learners already know and what the learners do not 
know, and Wants is what the learners expect about language area that the want to 
master. 
 
English For Vocational High School 
There is a difference between teaching English in senior high school and vocational 
high school. Senior high school uses general English (GE) but vocational high school 
is English specific purpose (ESP). Hutchinson and Water (1987, p. 3) state that ESP 
is designing courses to meet learner’s need. It is not general English learning but 
more specific that concerns to learners’ in vocational schools or job. 

    Ministry of Education and Culture Regulation (2014 No. 60) mentioned that 
English that should be mastered by SMK students is related not only to their daily 
communication but also to their future professions and jobs. In other words, students 
are expected not only to be able to use English as a daily communication language 
but also as a language that supports their performance in the work fields. Besides, 
based on curriculum 2013 about the standard of contents for a vocational high school, 
the goal of teaching English in the vocational high school is to improve students’ 
intelligence, knowledge, personality, morals, and skills, to live autonomously and to 
continue to higher education based on their vocational programs. 

   Learning English for vocational high school also enable students to develop 
communicative competence. Communicative competence (CC) was defined by Dell 
Hymes (1972). In his own words, it is competence for language use and not only “the 
tacit knowledge of language structure” in the Chomskyan sense. It is competence of 
language use appropriate to the other participants of the communicative interaction 
and appropriate to the given social context and situation. 
 
METHOD 
This research used descriptive qualitative research which conducted by distributing 
questionnaire to the participants was used in obtaining the data. The data were about 
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need analysis of English for Specific Purposes (ESP) on the English textbook based 
on the theory of Hutchinson and Waters (1987) about target needs in learning English 
which consists of necessities, lacks, and wants.  
       The participants of this research were 64 students of accounting program in the 
academic year of 2018/2019 which consists of two classes and two teachers who 
taught English at accounting program as the subject of this research which is taken 
place at SMK Negeri 1 Wonosobo located at Bhayangkara Street No. 12 Wonosobo, 
Central Java. Meanwhile, to get the data the researcher use open-ended question and 
close-ended question on the questionnaire. The steps in collecting the data were 
preparing research instrument, asking permission to do the research, showing the 
research topic, and distributing questionnaire. In analyzing the data, the steps were 
identifying the students’ need in learning English, categorizing the students’ answer, 
calculating percentage, and drawing conlusion of this research.  
 
RESULT AND DISCUSSION 
From the data and computation of this research, the researcher got the finding and it 
will be discussed became target needs’ classification result based on the theory of 
Hutchinson and Waters (1987) which can be seen in the following: 

Necessities 

a) The students’ need in learning English at vocational high school is for 
preparing work.  
b) The students consider that ‘Speaking’ is the most important language skill in 
learning English. 
c) The students consider that ‘Vocabulary’ is the most important English aspect 
in English. 
d) The students need ESP materials that should be in their English textbook in 
learning English for accounting program.  

Lacks 

a) English which the students learn at SMK Negeri 1 Wonosobo are not relevant to 
their study program of accounting. 

b) Present English textbook used at SMK Negeri 1 Wonosobo is not relevant to the 
study program of accounting including textbook’s exposure, vocabulary, grammar, 
reading text, communicative expression, speaking context, learning activities are 
not related to the study program of accounting. 

c) Present English textbook for vocational high school is not representative to supply 
communicative competence that related to the students’ learning outcomes. 

d) There are many efforts are being made by the students of vocational high school to 
improve their English mastery. 

 
Wants 
The students and teachers agreed in publishing English textbook containing ESP 
materials for students of accounting program at SMK Negeri 1 Wonosobo.  
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CONCLUSION 
Based on the research findings and the discussions of the previous chapter, the 
researcher can conclude the result of this need analysis research that the present 
textbook used by English teachers for accounting program at SMK Negeri 1 
Wonosobo are Buku Paket Bahasa Inggris Kemendikbud and Buku Paket Express. 
The quality of that present English textbooks were good enough but there was some 
weaknesses. The students perceived that they do not find any relevance between the 
content of the materials on the present English texbooks which they learn and their 
needs in learning English. Their need in learning English is for preparing work in the 
subject area of accounting. In fact that the present English textbook for accounting 
program at SMK Negeri 1 Wonosobo is not representative to supply communicative 
competence that related to the students’ learning outcomes. Therefore, the students 
and teachers need ESP materials that should be in their English textbook in learning 
English for accounting program at SMK Negeri 1 Wonosobo that related to the 
students’s need in learning English and the students’ learning outcomes. The students 
and teachers agreed that it is necessary in publishing English textbook containing 
ESP materials including ESP items and English skills of accounting for students of 
accounting program at SMK Negeri 1 Wonosobo to equip the students’ competence 
in learning English at SMK that can be useful in entering the workplace in 
accordance with the students’ learning outcomes.  
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